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Council Conclusions on Pakistan 

 

2865th EXTERNAL RELATIONS Council meeting 

Luxembourg, 29 April 2008 

 

 

The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

 

 

"1. The Council welcomes recent progress made in the democratic process in Pakistan.  The 

elections of 18 February 2008, generally seen as competitive and having achieved increased 

public confidence, provided both Pakistan and the EU with new opportunities to improve and 

deepen the existing relationship.  The Council welcomes the transition to new governments at 

federal and provincial levels and the initial steps taken to restore judicial independence. 

 

2. The EU fully supports the Government of Pakistan in countering terrorism, insurgency and 

violent opponents of a peaceful and democratic society.  The Council recognises the sacrifices 

made by the Pakistani population and security forces in the struggle against a radical minority, 

out to disrupt progress and opposed to moderation.  The Council calls upon the Government of 

Pakistan to address underlying causes of radicalisation, through a coherent approach that 

includes democratisation, socio-economic development, education and inter-cultural dialogue. 

 

3. The Council underlines the EU's commitment to continuing support for the people and 

government of Pakistan.  The Council welcomes the EU's dialogue with Pakistan and reiterates 

its wish to strengthen EU-Pakistan relations further, in full respect of international law and UN 

Security Council Resolutions.  Particular focus will be given to economic development and 

trade, counter-terrorism, non-proliferation, human rights, migration, education, inter-cultural 

issues and regional cooperation as well as issues of wider international importance. 
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4. At the heart of the EU's cooperation with Pakistan is enhancing long-term development, 

including in the fields of rural development and education.  The EU will look for ways to 

expand its support for education, including adult literacy and vocational training. The 

European Commission, which has substantially increased financial assistance to Pakistan over 

the 2007-10 period, will continue with the regular dialogue under the 2004 Cooperation 

Agreement. 

 

5. Based on the recommendations of the EU Election Observation Mission, the EU will approach 

the Pakistani authorities to explore jointly ways to support strengthening of democratic 

institutions, the electoral framework with particular focus on institution building, legislative 

reform and voter participation.  Progress in that sector is essential to the security and long term 

stability of Pakistan.  The Council reiterates the importance of enhanced EU assistance to and 

dialogue on the rule of law. 

 

6. One of the EU's main priorities is the promotion of human rights, paying special attention to 

women's and children's rights.  The bi-annual exchange on human rights between EU Heads of 

Mission in Islamabad and the Government of Pakistan underlines this commitment. 

 

7. The Council reaffirms its support for broad and substantial co-operation between Pakistan and 

its neighbours.  In this respect, the EU fully endorses initiatives aimed at fostering better cross-

border ties between Pakistan and Afghanistan, including in the framework of the G8, through 

the Ankara Process, and the Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan. The 

Council also reiterates its support for the continuation of the composite dialogue between 

Pakistan and India.  The EU further recognises the value of supporting opportunities for 

strengthening regional trade integration through SAARC/SAFTA.  The EU will continue to 

explore ways to enhance trade with Pakistan and trade within South Asia. 

 

8. The Council underlines its commitment to work together with Pakistan on non-proliferation and 

disarmament of Weapons of Mass Destruction in international forums. Support from Pakistan 

for the Conference on Disarmament in Geneva to begin negotiations on a Fissile material cut-off 

treaty (FMCT) would be a strong signal in that respect.  The Council stresses the importance of 

Pakistan's cooperation with the International Atomic Energy Agency in order to have more 

information on outstanding issues related to the Iranian nuclear programme. 

 

9. The Council will regularly review EU policy towards Pakistan." 
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