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Council Conclusions on Burma/Myanmar 
 

2851st EXTERNAL RELATIONS Council meeting 

Brussels, 18 February 2008 

 
 

The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

 

"1. The European Union remains deeply concerned by the situation in Burma/Myanmar and urges 

the authorities to take rapid steps to transition to a democratically elected government. The Council 

notes the authorities' announcement on 9 February of a referendum on a new Constitution in May 

2008 and multi-party elections in 2010. It underlines that only a process that involves the full 

participation of the opposition and ethnic groups will lead to national reconciliation and stability. 

To this end the EU reiterates its call for the release of all political detainees, including Aung San 

Suu Kyi, the start of a substantial time-bound dialogue with all political stakeholders, and full 

respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms. 

 

2. The EU reiterates its full support to the UN Secretary General's good offices mission to help the 

transition to democracy in Burma/Myanmar, and calls on the authorities to re-admit UN Special 

Adviser Professor Ibrahim Gambari as soon as possible and to fully cooperate with him and the UN 

Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar Sergio Pinheiro.  

 

3. The EU commends the work of Special Envoy Piero Fassino in co-ordinating the EU’s 

diplomatic efforts with Asian partners, and reaffirms his role in supporting and promoting the UN 

mission.  

 

4. The EU continues to support the humanitarian needs of the people of Burma/Myanmar and has 

recently increased aid to that end. 

 

5. The EU remains determined to assist the people of Burma/Myanmar to achieve stability, 

prosperity and democracy. The EU stands ready to review, amend or reinforce the measures it has 

already agreed in the light of developments." 
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