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Main results of the Council

The Council approved a package of legislative proposals on food improvement agents — additives
enzymes and flavourings — aimed at harmonising evaluation procedures in accordance with the
"farm-to-table" concept, so as to provide a high level of consumer protection whilst ensuring free
circulation in the EU's internal market.
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The governments of the Member States and the European Commission were represented as follows:

Belgium:
Mr Karel DE GUCHT

Bulgaria:
Mr Ivailo KALFIN

Czech Republic:
Mr Alexandr VONDRA

Mr Tomas POJAR

Denmark:
Mr Per Stig MOLLER

Germany:
Mr Frank-Walter STEINMEIER

Mr Giinter GLOSER

Mr Urmas PAET

Ireland:
Mr Dermot AHERN

Greece:
Ms Dora BAKOYANNI
Mr Ioannis VALINAKIS

Spain: )
Mr. Miguel Angel MORATINOS
Mr Albert NAVARRO GONZALEZ

France:
Mr Bernard KOUCHNER
Mr Jean-Pierre JOUYET

Italy:
Mr Famiano CRUCIANELLI

Cyprus:
Mr Markos KYPRIANOU

Latvia:
Mr Normans PENKE

Lithuania:
Mr Petras VAITIEKUNAS

Luxembourg:
Mr Jean ASSELBORN
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Ms Ursula PLASSNIK
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ITEMS DEBATED

PREPARATION OF THE SPRING MEETING OF THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL

The Council examined draft conclusions prepared by the presidency for the spring meeting of the
European Council, to be held in Brussels on 13 and 14 March.

The European Council will launch a new three-year cycle of the Lisbon strategy for growth and
jobs, to cover the 2008-10 period, and will also focus on climate change and energy policy, as well
as the stability of financial markets. It will review the international situation if necessary.

On the Lisbon strategy, the main emphasis of the new three-year cycle will be on implementation
and delivery of reforms, given that it is now considered to be delivering on its objectives. The
current priorities, agreed at the 2006 spring European Council, continue to be valid. And whilst
evolving challenges need to be addressed, economic and employment guidelines are seen not to
need an overhaul. The European Council will stress the importance of investment in knowledge and
innovation, unlocking the business potential, particularly of SMEs, investment in people and the
modernisation of labour markets.

As regards climate change and energy policy, the European Council will discuss the impact of
climate change on international security and stability, on the basis of a paper prepared by High
Representative Javier Solana and the Commission. It will also reiterate its commitment to delivering
on the ambitious goals it set last year, confirming its international leadership in working towards an
ambitious and comprehensive climate change agreement for the post-2012 period.

Regarding the stability of financial markets, the European Council will reaffirm its readiness to act,
recognising that financial systems remain fragile following the recent turbulance, and that
transparency needs to be improved in order to ensure greater stability.
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OTHER ITEMS APPROVED

EXTERNAL RELATIONS

Afghanistan - Council conclusions
The Council adopted the following conclusions:

"1. In line with its previous conclusions, the Council reaffirms the EU's commitment to long-term
support for the people and government of Afghanistan and the core principles of promoting Afghan
leadership, good governance, responsibility and ownership, and fostering the development of a
democratic, secure and sustainable Afghan State with respect for human rights and the rule of law.

2. The Council supports the approach launched at the Joint Co-ordination and Monitoring Board in
Tokyo on 5-6 February to prepare an international conference to be held in Paris in June to review
progress in implementation of the Afghanistan Compact, reaffirm the commitment of the
international community to Afghanistan and discuss the way forward. The Council calls on the
Government of Afghanistan to make further progress on human rights and good governance,
including through establishment of an independent Senior Appointment mechanism and the
implementation of the national anti-corruption strategy and the approval of a media law consistent
with freedom of expression. The EU remains committed to working with the Government of
Afghanistan to strengthen its human rights institutions and mechanisms. The Council recalls its
urgent appeal to halt any future executions and to re-establish a de facto moratorium on the use of
the death penalty and to enhance its implementation of transitional justice action plan.

3. The Council underlines the continued engagement of the EU in Afghanistan, including through
the bilateral cooperation programmes of EU Member States, as well as through EC's assistance
strategy, which contains substantial multi-year commitment until 2013, and focuses on governance
and rule of law, particularly on the judiciary and police, and on rural development and health. The
Council looks forward to the finalisation, launch and implementation of the Afghanistan National
Development Strategy and welcomes the participatory process this has involved to date.

4. The Council welcomes the progress of the EU police mission in Afghanistan towards full
deployment at central, regional and provincial level by the end of March. The mission is supporting
the development of the Afghan police force under local ownership, respecting human rights and
operating within the framework of the rule of law. The EU remains committed to addressing the
multiple challenges lying ahead in close cooperation with the Afghan authorities and international
partners. The Council expresses its readiness to consider further enhancement of EU engagement,
particularly in the field of police and wider rule of law.
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5. The EU, underlining its overall coherence in objectives with UN and NATO on the basis of
Afghanistan Compact, reaffirms its readiness to closely work with UNAMA and ISAF, inter alia
through EUPOL Afghanistan, in order to strengthen overall coordination of the international
community in Afghanistan. The Council will continue to follow developments with regards to
Afghanistan closely, including at the forthcoming NATO summit in Bucharest.

6. The Council will keep the EU's policy towards Afghanistan under review in the coming months,
in advance of the Paris conference.

7. The Council welcomes the appointment of Mr Kai Eide as Special Representative of the UN
Secretary-General for Afghanistan."

Pakistan - Council conclusions
The Council adopted the following conclusions:

"The Council takes note that the parliamentary and provincial elections which took place in
Pakistan on 18 February 2008 were competitive, despite significant problems with the election
framework and environment. The elections were an important step in the democratic development
of Pakistan.

The EU remains committed to supporting Pakistan in building a prosperous and stable society based
on the principles of democracy, the rule of law and human rights. The EU will support Pakistan in
strengthening democratic institutions, promoting human rights and fundamental freedoms, as well
as combating extremism. The EU continues to support development and economic growth in
Pakistan. The EU will continue to explore ways to enhance its trade with Pakistan and trade within
the South Asia region.

While underlining the importance the EU attaches to its relationship with Pakistan, and Pakistan's
contribution to regional peace and security, the Council looks forward to continued engagement
with Pakistan on a shared agenda based on the 2004 Cooperation Agreement and the 2007 EU-
Pakistan Joint Declaration. The EU will review its policy towards Pakistan."
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ENLARGEMENT

Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia - Accession partnership

The Council adopted a regulation amending regulation 533/2004 on the establishment of
partnerships in the framework of the stabilisation and association process for the Western Balkans
(6686/08).

The regulation is amended following the decision of the European Council in December 2005 to
grant the status of candidate country to the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM).
Consequently, the name of the partnership with fYROM will be changed from "European
partnership" to "accession partnership".

In addition, the regulation is amended to take into account the fact that Serbia and Montenegro are
two independent states since June 2006.

COMMON FOREIGN AND SECURITY POLICY

EU code of conduct on arms exports

The Council adopted an updated version of the common list of military equipment covered by the
EU code of conduct on arms exports (6680/08).

TRADE POLICY

Anti-dumping measures (ammonium nitrate - manganese dioxides)
The Council adopted regulations:

e imposing a definitive anti-dumping duty and collecting definitively the provisional duty imposed
on imports of certain manganese dioxides originating in South Africa (6512/08);

e terminating the partial interim review pursuant to article 11(3) of regulation 384/96 of the

anti-dumping duty on imports of solutions of urea and ammonium nitrate originating in Russia
(6606/08);

7425/08 (Presse 67) 10
EN



10.111.2008

e terminating the partial interim review pursuant to article 11(3) of regulation 384/96 of the
anti-dumping duty on imports of ammonium nitrate originating in Russia (6597/1/08); and

e terminating the partial interim review pursuant to article 11(3) of regulation 384/96 of the
anti-dumping duty on imports of ammonium nitrate originating, inter alia, in Ukraine (6602/08).

The Council also approved a draft decision, to be adopted by the Commission, terminating the anti-
dumping proceeding concerning imports of polyvinyl alcohol originating in China and Taiwan and
releasing the amounts secured by way of the provisional duties imposed (6788/08).

EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AREA

Amendments to the European Economic Area agreement

The Council approved a draft decision, to be adopted by the European Economic Area (EEA) Joint
Committee, amending the EEA agreement so as to extend cooperation to the Community action
programme in the field of health 2008-2013 (6305/08).

The Council also approved a draft decision, to be adopted by the EEA Joint Committee, amending
annex II (technical regulations, standards, testing and certification) to the EEA agreement
(6310/08).

GENERAL AFFAIRS

Bulgaria and Romania - Mechanism on cooperation and verification - Council conclusions
The Council adopted the following conclusions:

"Reaffirming its conclusions of 17 October 2006 and 23 July 2007, the Council welcomes the
Interim reports from the Commission on Progress in Romania and Bulgaria under the Cooperation
and Verification Mechanism. The Council shares the analysis of the Commission contained in the
reports.

The Council welcomes the commitment expressed by Bulgaria and Romania and acknowledges the
efforts made by these two Member States towards fulfilling the objectives of the mechanism and the
good level of co-operation with the Commission and the other Member States.
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The Council encourages Bulgaria and Romania to step up their efforts, in particular with regard to
areas highlighted in the conclusions of the Interim reports.

In the light of the above, the Council looks forward to the Commission reports to be tabled in the
summer 2008, inter alia taking into consideration the experience gained from the functioning of the
mechanism."

The EU in 2007 - Annual report

The Council approved a draft report on progress of the European Union in 2007, with a view to its
endorsement by the European Council on 13/14 March. The report will then be submitted to the
European Parliament pursuant to article 4 of the EU treaty (7233/08).

Proceedings in the Council's different configurations

The Council took note of a report from the presidency on proceedings in its different configurations
(7179/08).

AGRICULTURE

Food improvement agents

The Council adopted a common position on a package of legislative proposals on food
improvement agents', which will be forwarded to the European Parliament for a second reading, in
accordance with the codecision procedure (16673/07 + ADDI, 16675/07 + ADDI,

16676/07 + ADDI and 16677/07 + ADDI).

The Parliament delivered its first-reading opinion on 10 July 2007 on the whole package and the
Commission forwarded amended proposals on 24 October, mentioning the amendments that it
could accept.

Food additives, food enzymes and food flavourings.
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The package on food improvement agents is aimed at harmonising across the board, in accordance

with the "farm to table" concept, the evaluation procedure for authorising food improvement agents
and certain requirements concerning their labelling, in order to guarantee a high level of protection
of human life and health and the interests of consumers, whilst ensuring the proper operation of the
internal market.

For details on the respective aims of the package, see press release of 17 December 2007:
http://register.consilium.europa.eu/pdf/en/07/st16/st16373-re01.en07.pdf
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