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Council Conclusions on Burma/Myanmar 
 

2865th EXTERNAL RELATIONS Council meeting 

Luxembourg, 29 April 2008 

 
 

The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

 

"1. The European Union continues to be deeply concerned by the situation in Burma/Myanmar 

and again urges the authorities to take rapid steps for transition to a legitimate, civilian 

government and for national reconciliation. 

 

2. The Council notes the report by UN Special Adviser on Myanmar, Ibrahim Gambari, on the 

absence of any immediate, tangible results of his recent visit to Burma/Myanmar. The EU 

reiterates its full support for the Good Offices Mission of the UN Secretary General and 

calls on partners, in particular the neighbours of Burma/Myanmar, to do likewise. 

 

3. The Council commends the work of EU Special Envoy Piero Fassino in support of UN 

efforts and in co-ordinating with Asian partners. The EU will intensify its close 

consultations with ASEAN members and other neighbours of Burma/Myanmar, including 

those that are represented in the UN Security Council. 

 

4. The Council remains convinced that only a process that involves the full participation of all 

stakeholders in the country, including Daw Aung San Suu Kyi and ethnic groups, will lead 

to national reconciliation and stability. Thus the Council believes the draft constitution, 

referendum and elections, as currently conceived, will not address the many problems facing 

Burma/Myanmar. 
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5. The Council calls on the authorities to allow a free and open debate by all political actors on 

the constitution prior to the referendum on 10 May, and to rescind the laws prohibiting 

criticism of the National Convention and the referendum. The EU calls on the authorities to 
guarantee that the referendum will be free and fair as well as to invite international 

monitoring. The Council urges the authorities to ensure the political process is transparent, 

and to give the people of Burma/Myanmar clarity about the future political process and 

the 2010 elections. 

 

6. The Council expresses concern that the draft constitution would foresee restrictions on the 

eligibility for high political office, allow the military to suspend the constitution at will as 

well as fail to accommodate the country’s ethnic diversity. 

 

7. The Council reiterates its call for the immediate release of all political prisoners, including 

Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, and deplores the intensified intimidation and violence in the run-up 

to the referendum. The Council reiterates its call for the authorities to co-operate fully with 

the UN Special Rapporteur on the Situation of Human Rights in Myanmar, and implement 

his recommendations. 

 

8. The Council notes today’s adoption of the Common Position, renewing for a further twelve 

months restrictive measures targeted against those responsible for human rights abuses and 

lack of development in Burma/Myanmar. Recalling the Council Conclusions of 

15 October 2007, the Council reiterates its readiness to review or amend these measures or 

to introduce further restrictive measures in light of developments on the ground.  

 

9. The Council recalls that as part of its restrictive measures against Burma/Myanmar the sales, 

supply, transfer or export of arms and related material of all types are prohibited. The 

Council would like to encourage the international community to adopt similar measures. 

 

10. The EU recalls its unwavering, strong commitment to the welfare of the people of 

Burma/Myanmar. The EU and its Member States provide substantial assistance to their 

country. The EU continues to stand ready to respond positively to genuine progress towards 

democracy by engaging with Burma/Myanmar in its development and by finding new areas 

of cooperation." 
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